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Correspondence from Germany 

--- 

(From Matheus Hantschko) 

 

Post 107 near Spremberg, February 6, 

1913. 

 

 Worthy Volksblatt Readers in far away 

Texas! 

 The weather has been quite variable 

here since my last written letter to you. 

Thaw followed soon after snow and frost. 

We had a severe snow storm at the end of 

January; the driven snow of several inches 

was gone again within four days. Again, 

we currently enjoy the nicest spring 

weather. The 26 year old married worker 

Stanislaus Latuschek gave up his life in a 

most frightful manner at the factory of H. 

Roemmler in Spremburg when the 

couplings of two coal lories, between 

which he was active, squashed his head. --- 

News for Mr. Wilhelm Schur that his 

friend Chr. Sebe of Slamen still hasn’t 

received an answer. Sebe owns heather 

land near Post 107 and we see each other 

frequently; Among other things, he told 

me today that he had written 2 letters to 

Coryel Co., Tex. to which he has not yet 

received a reply. --- 

  The following news, which I clipped 

from the “Weisswasser News” on the 4th 

of this month about the million dollar 

inheritance, should arouse general interest 

for my friends in the distant Texas, 

especially to the readers of the 

“Volksblatt” around Giddings and Page 

where a family by the name of Mrosko 

lived while I was there.  

  Signing off with greetings to all 

readers, 

Matheus Hantschko, 

      Railway Gate Tender 

 

* * * 
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 A well known saying proclaims that 

misfortune seldom occurs alone and so 

does good fortune not come singly, at 

times. Weisswasser becomes a city and at 

the same time a substantial inheritance is 

dropped into its lap. About that, we have 

been able to ascertain the following: An 

inhabitant living here, by the name of 

Mathaeus Morosie (Mrosko), migrated to 

America during the 1830’s. Before he left 

he married an Anna Remmbrand or 

perhaps Herrman from a nearby village. 

According to an old, still living, fellow 

citizen, news from the emigrant couple 

Morosie arrived here for several years after 

they had departed, once from Nebrasa 

(Nebraska?) and later on, nothing more. 

Furthermore, news was received from the 

empirical general consulate in Washington 

that Mathaeus Morosie had a surviving son 

Henry Morosie who recently died as a 

private person and who had bequeathed, in 

a last will and testament, a legacy of one 

million dollars (4 million mark) to “the 

village Weisswasser near Goerlitz in 

German-Silesia” which, at the direction of 

the testator, was to be allotted as one half 

for community use with the other half 

being divided among the living relatives 

according to confirmed lineage. This rich 

inheritance  
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will arouse great joy in our community. 

With such, it will be possible to provide all 

planed new construction (canalization, 

hospital, schools) without increases in 

taxes. Most happy and surprised, however, 

would be those related to the testator who 

are to share in the half allotted to them 

from the legacy. Considered are all people 

with the names of Morosie (Mrosko), 

Remmbrandt xxx Hermann. All persons 

with those names who believe that they are 

entitled to the inheritance, would be well 

advised to unite in order to assert their 

right collectively. As we understand it, the 

master painter here on Goethe Street, a 

Gustav Hermann, is one of the lucky heirs. 

He is prepared to gladly collect daily, at 

his residence, notices from people with 

indicated names and we recommend that 

extensive use be made of this friendly 

offer. 

* * * 
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 `A very important discovery was made at 

the Adeline mine shaft which could bring a 

significant turn in the economy to 

Weisswasser and its surroundings. It was 

always generally thought that, in our area, 

the matter below ground contained only 

lignite. This assumption, as it is now 

confirmed, is utterly false. Because a 

miner, while working at his job deep in the 

bowels of the earth, was able to make an 

important discovery this day. For some 

unexplained reason, his miner’s lamp was 

suddenly extinguished. As he tapped 

around in the darkness, looking for the exit 

he saw a bright glow which he thought to 

be the light of a fellow miner. Aiming 

toward it, the miner called out several 

times but got no response. Our hero finally 

took heart and reached for the lantern - and 

had a diamond in his hand! The lucky 

finder rushed home with his precious 

discovery where he carefully hid it. He 

then came to our place of business to be 

the first to tell about this important 

occurrence. Through frequent and well- 

meaning prodding we were successful in 

receiving permission from this man to 

place his precious gemstone today, 

Tuesday evening from 8 to 9 o’clock, on 

display in our shop window. The intensity 

of glow emanating from this diamond was 

so strong that additional lighting was not 

needed in the shop window. Yea, even 

parts of the Emperor’s Square may be 

brightened by it when darkness sets in. The 

worth of the gemstone can’t be estimated. -

-- Since this is only the first discovery of 

its kind, others may yet be anticipated and 

as previously indicated, changes could take 

place to the extent that one cannot imagine 

today. 
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